Invasive plants crowd out native limu and mar reefs,
but a big cleanup is scheduled for Saturday in Waikiki

By Allison Schaefers
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Walkild's world-lamous beaches, an

urmwelcorme visitor callec alien algae is
killing nathve coral, chasing away the natural
s | and upsetting the fragile balance of
the ceean’s eoosystem.

Thres types of alien algse — Acan-
thophora splcifiera, Gracilaria salicomia and
Awrairvilles amadelpha — have bormed
stronghobds anound the famows South Shore

B eneath the sparkling blue waters of

swells, choking the reefs and overtaking
some of the native algae that once grew. 5ok
entists and conservationists first sounded
thee alarm about these Walkiki invaders about
a decade ago; however, they polnt to a more
recent Fyear-old discovery of Avrainvilbea
amadelpha, of leather mudweed, as evi-
dence thal invasive algae are spreading and
if beft unchecked could wind thelr way from
Waikiki throughout the Hawalkan lslands,
“When | used to swim out there in the

Flease see ALGAE, A%

Jefferson Elementary School fifth-graders Michel Melichar, left, and
Alexander Metcall get a close look at Invasive algee. At top, Cella
Smith collects invasive algse in the ocean near the Walkiki Aquarium.
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ALGAE: Collector urchins
will be released in Waikiki
to help clear out alien plants
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